
The Impact of Giving Blood with Community Blood Center of the Ozarks Talking Points 
 

Community Blood Center of the Ozarks is the ONLY non-profit provider of blood, plasma, and platelets to 
patients at more than 40 hospitals in over 40 counties in southwest Missouri, northwest Arkansas, and 
southeast Kansas.  

Giving blood with Community Blood Center of the Ozarks helps save local lives by supplying blood to Freeman 
Health System, Mercy hospitals across the region, all regional children's and veterans hospitals, and many 
other area healthcare providers. 
 
In 2025, local blood usage rose to levels not seen in 10 years causing shortages in key blood types.  

Summer is one of the toughest times of year to maintain a stable blood supply. Nearly 40% of CBCO donations 
come from high school and college students and with campuses closed, replacing the donations that normally 
come from these groups is challenging. CBCO relies on the community in the summer, increasing community 
blood drives to help fill the gap. One easy way to help is by donating at the Joplin County Boots, Badges and 
Bandages blood drive on Friday, July 24 from 10 am – 4 pm at the Public Safety Training Center located at 
5102 N. Swede Lane, Joplin.  

Every 5 minutes, an Ozarks area hospital patient receives a blood transfusion supplied by a Community Blood 
Center of the Ozarks donor. 
 
It takes around two hundred blood donations each day to meet the needs of friends, family, and neighbors in 
your community and across our 41-county service area.  
 
There is no artificial substitute for blood, so the Community Blood Center of the Ozarks relies on the 
generosity of voluntary blood donors to meet the steady and constant demand of providing lifesaving blood 
products to over 40 hospitals daily. 
 
One donation can save up to three lives. With the power to save multiple lives, a blood donation is the gift 
that keeps on giving. 
 
1 in 7 patients entering a hospital will use blood. 
 
About 25% of the blood supply is used by patients battling cancer. 
 
O negative is the universal blood type. This means that anyone can receive O negative blood and it is vital to 
have it on hand in critical situations when there isn’t time to type match a patient in need. Don’t know your 
blood type? One of the best ways to find out is to give blood. Give with your community’s sole blood provider, 
Community Blood Center of the Ozarks. 
 
To be prepared… Drink water, eat a good meal, bring your photo ID. 
 
Appointments are recommended to help minimize potential wait times. To schedule an appointment, call  
417-227-5006 or visit www.cbco.org  
 
Even if you have been deferred for giving blood in the past, you might be eligible now?  
Recent FDA changes are allowing donors who’ve been deferred for years to begin giving again. For questions 
regarding eligibility, call 417-227-5006.  

http://www.cbco.org/

